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1. In advance of taking evidence from the Minister for Children and Young People 
and officials at your next Committee meeting, I’m writing to clarify some points 
regarding health visiting made during the Education and Culture Committee’s 
considerations of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill, and the Finance 
Committee’s considerations of the Financial Memorandum.  

 
2. Firstly, I would like to build on a figure provided to the Finance Committee during 

their evidence session on 18 September 2013. Our Policy Advisor said that, 
based on the assumptions made by the Scottish Government regarding the 
number of additional health visitor hours required to deliver the Named Person 
function for aged 0 – 5, we have calculated that around 450 new health visitors 
would be required. The figure of 450 takes into account the need for annual 
leave, sickness etc, which equates to 22.5% - the standard figure used by the 
Scottish Government to calculate workforce numbers. 

 
3. However, this does not mean we think that Scotland only requires an extra 450 

health visitors. This figure is based purely on the Scottish Government’s health 
visitor hours estimate for Named Person duties and does not take into account 
the fact there is already a shortage of health visitors in many parts of the country, 
and that many health visitors are already overburdened with existing duties and 
caseloads. Also, the health visitor workforce is ageing and there are insufficient 
numbers of health visitors in training to replace those who will be retiring in the 
next few years. 

 
4. Secondly, there is nothing in the Financial Memorandum that sets out the cost for 

training nurses to become qualified health visitors, nor is it clear where funding 
for this would come from. This would be a significant cost which needs to be 
addressed by the Scottish Government, both in relation to the additional health 
visitors required to deliver Named Person duties, and in relation to the current 
more general shortage of health visitors. 

 
5. Finally, I would like to reiterate our call for health visitors to be the Named Person 

for children aged 0 – 5 (following discharge from maternity services), and that 
this, together with a commitment to a universal health visiting service, should be 
made explicit in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill. This is the 
position of all of our health visiting campaign partners: Scotland’s Commissioner 
for Children & Young People, Children in Scotland, Parenting across Scotland, 
Queen’s Nursing Institute Scotland, Royal College of General Practitioners, 
Community Practitioners and Health Visitors Association/Unite, and the Centre 
for Confidence and Wellbeing.    
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